g                              HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION.

promoted commerce and traffic, directing both over routes leading
through their own territory. Owing to the wealth and luxury of
the Roman empire, the commerce in oriental spices had risen
to an unusual height The East Roman empire which at that
time was the principal western state with its capital at Con-
stantinople, was forced by the Persians to procure such oriental
goods as were not shipped by water, from and through Persia
and to pay a heavy duty on them. The principal places of
storage and for the collection of revenue at that time were
Artaxata on the Araxes, Nisibis, south of the Tigris, and Cal-
linicum (Rakka) on the Euphrates, To Artaxata were brought
the goods from the countries of the Oxus over the Caspian sea.
Those that were conveyed along the caravan routes south of
the Caspian sea, and those that came from the coastlands of
the Persian bay up the Tigris or Euphrates centered at Nisibis.
For nearly five centuries, the aromatics of China and India, of
the Malayan archipelago which came via Ceylon, and in part
those of Arabia were transported over the two last-mentioned
routes to the western countries. About this time also, the
Levant commerce, which became so important in a future period,
had its beginning.

During the life of the Persian empire (up to the middle of
the seventh century A. D.) all attempts, made by Justinian and
his successors, to divert the commerce from its course through
Persian territory by means of marine transportation remained
unsuccessful. They did not even succeed in opening up marine
traffic between India and Ethiopia, because Persian merchants
visited the Indian markets and persuaded the Indians and Chinese
not to sell their goods to new customers, In the course of
time, however, the Greeks succeeded in obtaining larger consign-
ments by water from the ports of India and Ceylon and more
particularly from the coastlands of the Arabian sea, which were
rich in spices. These were delivered directly to their own ports,
Kolsum, and Akabah and Berenice near the entrance to the
Red sea*

About this time there existed three great caravan routes
from China westward. They began in the territory of the 1 ioang
Ho and the Yangtsekiang and passed through the Gobi desert
The northern route took its course through the oasis of Chami,